Chehalis School Board Equity Statement

The central purpose and goal of the Chehalis School District is to build a sound educational
foundation for each student, enabling them to become responsible citizens. Success in building
that foundation means allowing every graduate of this district the freedom and ability to
choose to earn a credential beyond high school, providing them real choices in pursuing college
and career. Providing each student this educational foundation is key toward equality of
opportunity for every Chehalis student.

Our school district is not a political or partisan organization. The district does not push any
ideology. It does not endorse curriculum where students are taught what to think. The District
fosters teaching and learning, K-12, that helps students develop critical thinking and problem-
solving skills which they can apply to life’s challenges. These skills will enable them the
freedom to chart the most productive course for their own life. That said, the District will
enforce enacted Washington State and US federal laws as pertain to education and school
districts.

The Chehalis School District believes that the American Dream of greater opportunity for all our
students is real for our graduates, as is evidenced by the diverse backgrounds of so many of our
alumni.

It is acknowledged that all the young people in the Chehalis School District do not start at an
equitable jumping off point. To address this gap, the District provides each student the support
and assistance needed as individuals to be ready to graduate career and college ready. One
goal of the school district is to help each student tap and develop their individual potential.

Further, it is acknowledged there is evidence of systematic wrong doing, intentional or
unintentional where the United States has failed to live up to the ideals of the Nation’s
founding. Understanding and learning from these failures is a necessary part of a quality
education. We will not teach Chehalis students that people, due to their race or background
are inherently good or bad, guilty or innocent, more or less capable than others. The United
States is the most diverse country on earth, providing students the opportunity for significant
understanding and growth.

Equality of opportunity through an excellent education for every young person in the Chehalis
School District, empowering them with the choice of college and/or career, is the central
purpose and desired goal.



